TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
VOTERS ASSEMBLY JULY 20, 2008

MINUTES

Members Present:
James Sonksen, Teri Sonksen, Russ Lampert, Burt Endsley, Gary Schwede, Sue Schwede, Beverly Deffner, Richard Deffner, Michele Price, Dorothy Baker, Ilona Gurske, Cameron MacKenzie, Norma Hesterman, Vic Hesterman, Marilyn Taddey, Anne Taddey, Stephanie Newland, Donn Parker, Lorna Parker, Judith Allen, Shyrle Cervellera, Pastor Crown
The meeting was called to order at 1:20 p.m. after it was determined that a quorum was present.  There is still no church secretary. Anne Taddey took notes. The minutes of the previous meeting held on June 1, 2008 were approved.
Devotion:

2 Samuel 22:31 “God is a shield for all who take refuge in Him.” When sad or bad things happen in the world such as the death of Peter and Kristin Gregory’s infant daughter Vivian last Thursday night, it’s hard to believe God is a shield and a refuge. Why do bad things happen if God is truly a shield? Why do we have hospitals if God is a refuge?  The parable of the three servants in Matthew 5 is an example of behavior based on belief. We will act the way we view the master. The servant viewed the master as a law master. We will be tempted to see ourselves as a fortress, instead of God. Take a look at the kinds of walls or insurance we build to shield ourselves. We must look at Jesus to see God as a refuge. Jesus brings God’s refuge to us. His death is a refuge. Jesus trusted the Father’s word. Jesus points to the Father’s mercy. When Jesus died there was the resurrection. The cross points to God’s forgiveness. One died for all and in our stead. Communion with the Son is the Gregorys’ only refuge. God is the only refuge, whether life is good or bad. As sinners we may doubt this, but we can take heart that we don’t have to depend on ourselves. So, for us to reach out to the Gregorys at this time of despair, we won’t point them to us or each other- we point them to Jesus. The new man rejoices that God is our refuge.
Pastor’s Report:

· PAMS has relocated to Bethel Grace. The future of PAMS seems uncertain. Bethel Ministries wanted to call Pastor David Chan but there are questions about his health and other considerations. If Chan isn’t called Pastor doesn’t know what will happen to PAMS.
· Since the latest set of paraments that Almay Company did were completely wrong, a new company will be used next time. Almay won’t be paid until the parament order is resolved.
· First Friday Family Fellowship will resume Friday.

· As the end of Vicar’s vicarage approaches thanks and God’s blessings to Vicar Sias.

· Thanks to Stephanie Newland for her leadership on the Board of Campus Ministry. The Higher Things conference at Concordia University Irvine was the best of the three that Trinity has been to. A report from the Youth Group will be in the Trinity Times.
· Pastor encouraged visiting the District and Trinity’s websites for information.

· Questions: Who is in the youth group now? First Friday Family Fellowship is meant to lead children into the Youth Group.

VICARS REPORT:

· A VBS planning meeting will take place Tuesday night at 7PM.  Sixty children are registered, and it is fully staffed and ready to go. The mailing list will go to the Board of Evangelism so people can receive mailings about special church services etc. at Trinity.

· Campus Ministries is doing a “New Atheists” study.

· Thanks for a wonderful year, providing a place for training future pastors, and making it possible for him to get married this summer. Vicar is looking forward to his new bride coming out in a couple of weeks’ time.
PRESIDENT’S REPORT:

· The opt-in email list has already been used to send out recent Council minutes. No one has opted for postal mail.

· Gary wants everyone’s ideas on making Trinity more welcoming to visitors and VBS families. He believes that growing our congregation is the most important issue we face.  How can we attract and keep new members? What resources can address those needs? How will each idea help grow the congregation?  Discussion and some suggestions followed. Please help by taking a few minutes to write down your suggestions and give them to me or the Board of Stewardship.  (Addendum A records some ideas mentioned at the meting.)
TREASURER’S REPORT:

· Expenses are up by $3,000 yet the deficit is less than last year at this time, so that is encouraging.

· An anonymous donor gave a one-time $50,000 contribution specifically to the Trinity Barnabas Fund. This fund allows more spending flexibility than the general fund.  Donations to the Barnabas Fund can be used to support such things as the Vicarage Program, as the congregation sees fit to allocate these funds. 
· Altar Guild meeting debriefing: A level of reporting was needed, so all expenditures for Altar Guild business must now be okayed by LaVonne Eckstrom, the Guild’s financial contact. The Altar Guild opted not to have representation on the council as a Board since they are a service organization, and will continue to be represented by Pastor and/or the Board of Elders. Approval for spending more than $2,000 will need voters’ approval. Gary added that reports from Altar Guild meetings will be welcomed. 

BOARD OF STEWARDSHIP:

· The Board sent a letter to the congregation soliciting ideas for capital improvements.

BOARD OF EDUCATION:

· There are still some items needed for VBS (see display board). Rally Day preparations are being discussed.

BOARD OF MAINTENANCE:

· No report.

BOARD OF ELDERS:

· The most recent Elders meeting was a retirement dinner (at no cost to the congregation) for Vic Hesterman, recognizing his 30 years of service as an elder 

BOARD OF CAMPUS MINISTRY:

· An unofficial guide to Trinity and campus is being made for students. There is usually a welcome BBQ at Trinity that happens at the beginning of the school year.
WOMEN’S GUILD:

· There’s an upcoming rally in Burlingame and a district retreat in Santa Cruz on September 7th.  Marilyn will provide the information on the latter to Shyrle and Dorothy, as nothing has been sent out about that retreat.

· Dorothy will provide more information on sending away for kits for sewing/knitting outfits for burial.  The Women’s Guild would like to make an outfit to send to the Gregorys.

2008-2009 TRINITY CALENDAR:

· Any items to be considered for the calendar should be communicated to the church office secretary, Cynthia, or they may be written on the wall calendar in her office.

· Pastor mentioned continuing/ongoing calendar items. Special observances are in red type. Altar Guild meetings are not pre-scheduled.
· Entire church cleaning days were set before Christmas, Easter and also on August 23rd, a cleaning workday before the Sunday School Rally Day.

· There is no date for the annual planning session set yet. It will be in September or at the latest, early October. The suggestion was made to have it after the next Voters meeting from 2:30 – 4PM (the Voters Meeting would go from 1 – 2:30 PM.)
· The voters agreed to have meals at holidays in November and December.

· Thrivent will have a bake sale again this year.

· People should tell Cynthia now about any changes in information for the annual directory, or if they would not like their cell phone number or email address included.

· All meeting/event dates that were known were added to the calendar.

There were no new matters. The meeting adjourned at 3:28 p.m.

