Council Meeting

July 8, 2008 

Present 

Pastor Crown, Vicar Sias, Steve Cwirla, Gary Schwede, Rudy Schroeter, Eric Krugler, Michele Price, Ilona Gurske, Russ Lampert, Cameron Mackenzie and Carol Stine.

Meeting opened at 7:35 p.m. with prayer by Pastor.

Devotions by Pastor were based on Psalm 102 – “How would you describe your life right now?”  The inner turmoil that each of us face on a daily basis.  Through all our complaints we have, God is always there to see us through.  Even though we complain, He never leaves us; He cares again and again by His Word and deeds.  He has and will deliver us and rescue us at the end.

The minutes of the June meeting were approved as corrected. Minutes will be made available to everyone who wants them.

July /August Calendar 

· Vicar Sias will be away from July 9 – 17 for his wedding in Ft. Wayne.

· VBS Staff training on June 14, from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. 

· Pastor will be on vacation from July 21 – 24.  August also, but no dates yet.

· Sunday, August 10,at 5 p.m. Wedding of Rachel Dutra and Jonathan Crawford.
Pastor

· PAMS has requested that Bethel-Grace ministries call Pr. Chan; though BGM seemed to endorse this direction whole-heartedly, Pr. T. Chan appeared to have reservations.

· The Board of Elders has notified the congregation that Dorothy Baker is to be the President of the Altar Guild, A. Taddey, secretary; L. Eckstrom, treasurer.

· The Board of Education – Meeting with parents in August to determine shape of catechesis. 

· Vicar David Solum and wife will be arriving at Grace in early August; date for arrival at Trinity not set yet.

· Youth will leave Sunday afternoon for Higher Things, they will return Saturday evening.

· The rationale for the recent closure of “Issues, Etc.” has not been explained, and many questions remain unanswered. Dr. Martin Noland, , has resigned from the Board. 

· Trinity Times is requesting newsworthy articles for its next publication. 

· I will be gone in late August, including Sunday August 24. Pastor Jim Sorensen will conduct the services. 

Vicar 

· The Bible study at Stanford is on the book of Hebrews. 

· Dr. Nordling enjoyed his visit at Trinity and at Stanford. Good discussion followed his presentation on “Ancient Slavery and the Modern Christian” at Stanford.

· VBS planning and preparation is nearing completion. Teacher aides are still needed. There are about 30 registered students. VBS starts on July 28 with a closing program and picnic on Friday, August 1, at noon.

Missions and Evangelism

· A gift of $250 was sent for financial support to the VBS led by Pastor Balasingh in Bangalore, India. 

· More advertising is being considered for the L.I.F.E. classes, including taking advantage of signage with banners along Middlefield Road. The cost of a large banner is less than $100. 

Elders 

· The Elders request that the Board of Maintenance work together with the members of the Altar Guild to solve their storage issues.  We are scheduled to meet Sunday after the Service.

Christian Education 

· Looking for new teachers for 3rd and 5th grades.

Maintenance 

· Looking for more storage room  for the Altar guild

· Talked with Elder  Bill Gurske regarding the kitchen
· While Vicar is away, will try to get professional help for the job that is needed.

Stewardship 
· Ilona Gurske thanked Burt and Gary for coming to the stewardship meeting and helping to prioritize the future needs of our congregation.
Treasurer

· No report.

President

· There are continual requests for use of church facilities by nonmembers, some charitable groups and some “for-profit” groups. The policy in the past has been to deny “for-profit” groups and also requests by groups whose purpose is not in keeping with the overall evangelistic outreach of Trinity. After some discussion, it was agreed by consensus that “outside” groups that fulfill the guidelines of Trinity’s outreach program for the community be considered. The current requests did not meet Trinity’s guidelines. Gary will inform them of our decision.


· Those who want the Lutheran Witness will in the future pay for their own subscriptions except for new members – the congregation will subsidize the first year.  There are about 30-40 individual subscriptions.  The cost per subscription would increase from $14.60 through the congregation to $22.00 if subscriptions were ordered by individuals.

Old Business

· NONE

New Business

· Update Calendar – Wedding in August10, @ 4p.m. Rehearsal on Saturday @ 9a.m.

· Bake Sale Proposal – Neighbor Tristan Houeseeker brought a proposal to the board regarding his desire to hold a bake sale on the grounds of the Church, in order to raise money for him to publish a cookbook.  After a good discussion, the board voted not to allow the bake sale to take place on the Church property for several reasons, including liability and the for-profit nature of the event.

· We will investigate coordination of disaster programs with City.

Meeting adjourned at 8:50 p.m.

Vicar closed with prayer.

Respectfully submitted by Carol Stine – volunteer Secretary.

